Motor skill and mobility recovery outcomes of children and youth with traumatic brain injury.
Traumatic brain injury (TBI) is a major cause of disability in children. Along with other neurological clinical sequelae, children often exhibit motor skill impairment and limitations in functional mobility following TBI. The purpose of this annotated bibliography is to: (1) familiarize therapists with the literature available regarding motor skill and mobility recovery outcomes for children and adolescents with TBI; (2) assist therapists in the selection of motor skill and mobility outcome assessments for use in clinical practice; and (3) provide therapists with comparisons of outcomes for external benchmarking. A number of reports document motor and mobility recovery outcomes as well as recovery in other domains. Studies vary, however, in design, sample size, number and type of outcome assessments used, time since injury at assessment(s), and the consideration of correlating factors such as age at time of injury and injury severity. Further research is needed to describe clinical, satisfaction and resource utilization outcomes, determine outcome predictors, and provide evidence for therapeutic intervention effectiveness.